Modified LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE
Multimedia Inquiry Lesson/Plan
Author: Andie Faircloth
Adapted form: SmartTech. Lisa DeLorenzo: “Introduction to Shakespeare’s Macbeth”
Date Created: 22 February 2013 
Subject(s): British Literature 
Topic or Unit of Study (Title): Before Reading and Introduction: William Shakespeare’s The Tragedy of Macbeth 
Grade Level: 12th grade 
Materials: Accompanying Smartboard presentation, Holt McDougal Text: British Literature, and possible internet source outside of class 
Summary (and Rationale): Students have been introduced to the English Renaissance in this unit study, but will go into deeper understanding and discussion of inarguably the greatest playwright and English author of all time: William Shakespeare. Via the reading of his Tragedy of Macbeth, student will acquire an understanding of literary components such as theme, diction, author’s purpose, character dynamics, complex plots, as well as getting an understanding of theatre complexities and terminology in literature alongside additional historical knowledge and chronological events that impact the literary pieces we still read today. 
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [5 minutes] 
Opening: Discuss the transitioning from previous studies into the tragic play of Macbeth and accompanying assignments. Establish some background understanding of the play and Shakespeare without going to in-depth as this will be questioned on the Smartboard presentation.  
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments:  
	Objectives
	Assessments

	When given the historical context of William Shakespeare's play, Macbeth, students will be able to correctly complete a timeline, associate dates with events in the play, make connections between Shakespeare's personal life and works of literature. 

When give seven questions about the Renaissance era, tragic plays, and Macbeth, students will be able to collaborate with their peers to find the correct answer and acquire a basis of knowledge to the introduction of this literary piece. 

When given the main characters of the play, student will be able to associate them with their main role and defying characteristics. 
Post SmartBoard introduction, student will be able to go more in-depth with their understanding of tragic heroes and elements of tragedy by completing a short research comparison/contrast activity with a classic Roman/Greek tragedy. 

	Make estimated guesses and correctly solve the timeline on the SmartBoard presentation. 
Work in small groups to find the correct answers to the questions of the SmartBoard game. Questions range from historical inquiries to elements and understanding of the tragedy genre of literature. 

Acquire and pre-understanding of the text and characters by associating their names with their most dominant character traits and defying actions. 

Research will be needed to compare/contrast Macbeth and the tragedy literary elements with a classic tragic work. Information and scholarly research will be displayed in a graphic organizer to support understanding of the genre and its precursors. 


State the objective: [5 minutes] Introduction to the play and what will be covered in the Smartboard presentation. Explain reasoning for choosing Macbeth versus other literary tragedies.  
Assessment: [During presentation and some at the remainder of class/homework] Students will firstly participate in some large group inquiries and small group assessments from the Smartboard power point. These include: assessing knowledge of Renaissance historical facts and Shakespeare’s life, answering questions about literary devices and orientation of the tragic genre, and character association assignment. After completing the Smartboard introduction and possibly reading the beginning of the play, ask students to inquire their previous knowledge of tragedies. For individual assessment, assign students the task of comparing/contrasting what they already know about Macbeth and the tragic hero/flaw dynamics with an ancient Roman or Greek tragic play. A list of examples for comparing/contrasting would be helpful. This assignment should be completed individually and research findings and substantial claims via research should be displayed in a graphic organizer to be turned in.   
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [5 minutes]
Today we being our study of one of William Shakespeare’s four great tragedies: Macbeth. Macbeth is a story about power struggles among the elite. What makes Macbeth great is its incredible insights into what the lure of power can do, and how blind it can make a person to moral reason and common sense. Through our reading we will explore several themes: the corrupt power of unmanaged ambition, the difference between kingship and tyranny, violent acts, retribution, and of course, madness. 
In this unit, we particularly want to focus on the universal incorporation of tragic characteristics, such as tragic hero and flaw, and how these literary elements associate with our modern understanding and response. Naturally, we will have to acquire an understanding of the origins of the Renaissance writing style and in do so, we will have to take a look at historical events in England and the time and how these contribute to the writings and pieces that we read today. Macbeth is a play that is of great interest and relation to male and female, having a least one theme and motif that is relatable to all. 
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [Throughout] The teacher will generate the presentation and introducing the literary piece. It is up to students to participate throughout the inquiry assessment, but teacher guidance is needed on all levels to ensure understanding of the new unit of study and propose discussion questions if need be. 
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [5 minutes]
If time permits after completing the presentation, introduce the inquiry aspect of the lesson in which students will independently research an ancient tragic literary work (mainly Roman or Greek) and compare/contrast literary elements and tragic characteristic’s to those present in Macbeth. Establish a set amount of reading from which students can draw evidentiary support (for example, only Act 1) and provide a list of ancient pieces, like the story of Icarus or selections from The Odyssey. Explain that students are to create a graphic organizer that will compare/contrast the two pieces that will be turned in for grading the following day. 

VI. Independent Practice: [to be completed at home]
Clear up any questions and provide previously said list of ancient Greek/Roman pieces for inquiry purposes. Establish grading credentials and expectations (such as 3 similarities, 2 differences, etc.) and give due date. 

Inquiry Problem Centered Model 1 (Suchman) 

1. Teacher selects a problem and conducts research: 

What literary elements are traditionally incorporated in tragedies? How do these differ from other characteristics we have studied?  In reference to Shakespeare’s Macbeth, the tragic hero (Macbeth) and his tragic flaw (an abundant amount of hubris and internal confliction), we can determine what defines a tragedy. 
2. Introduce the process and present the problem to the students:

Renaissance tragedies are indicative and representative of their predecessors, Roman and Greek tragedies. Both eras share similar plot outlines, character dynamics, and author’s intent and metaphorical allusions in their respective time. It is helpful to look at the two time eras juxtaposed so acquire a deeper understanding of tragedy and how the literary form can withstand the test of time. 
3. Students gather data (teacher questioning):

Elect one Roman or Greek tragedy and compare and contrast it with Macbeth. Look for similarities from each respective author, paying patronage to Shakespeare’s original and borrowed techniques. Research examples of literary techniques most commonly used in tragedies and provide examples of each in both respected pieces.
4. Students develop a theory and verify:

What do you believe is essential to a successful tragedy? In your opinion, why are tragedies so popular among theatre audiences and readers (hint: think about themes and motifs)? 
5. Students explain the theory and state the rules associated with it:

Collaborate all of your findings in a graphic organizer that supports your research and comparing and contrasting. Three examples of similarities (with text citations) and three examples of differences (also, with supporting examples) will suffice. Make me see that you understand not only the tragic credentials, but also how Shakespeare is famous for his use of them. You will only need to regard to Act 1 to successfully complete this.  
6. Analyze the process:

Correct completion of the graphic organizer will serve as an analytical approach to the assessment. 
7. Evaluate: 

Turn in your graphic organizer with adequate amount of work and research involved to be graded. Grades will be based on evidentiary support and proof of intellectual comparison/contrasting.  
STANDARDS:
Reading Standards for Literature 

- RL 12.2 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text. 


- RL 12.9 Demonstrate knowledge of foundational works of a particular era.

Reading Standards for Informational Text

- RI 12.5 Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author use in his or her exposition or argument. 

Speaking and Listening Standards

-SL 12.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions.


-SL 12.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and 
evidence. 

Language Standards

-L 12.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

-L 12.3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style. 

Plans for Individual Differences: 

Smartboard presentation will be accessible through a Googledoc or Email system, just without capabilities of enacting the interactive activities. For the most part, the text provides a sufficient introduction to the piece and absent students will be able to acquire a decent understanding of the new unit. Students who are having difficulty completing the inquiry task, however, would possibly need an extension on the assignment and a more condense list of options for comparison. Different versions of translation for the ancient pieces might also be a necessity. Students who need additional help organizing comparison/contrasting research would most likely need the option of bulleted notes/outlines and then condensing those into a graphic organizer. Regardless, the research portion is mainly reading and looking for literary elements that the student is most likely already familiar with (conflict, character flaws, ulterior motives, etc.) and claims can be made without the need of outside sources.
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