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Topic or Unit of Study (Title): Shakespeare's Macbeth: Fear and the "Dagger of the Mind"
Grade Level: 12
Materials: The text of The Tragedy of Macbeth (particularly Act 3, Scene 4 and Act 2, Scene 4). 
Summary (and Rationale):  This particular lesson is designed to help students understand and analyze how Shakespeare’s language dramatizes one particular emotion: fear. By doing so, the students will be able to examine the protagonist, Macbeth, and how his actions and character developments are driven by fear. Understanding this particular theme and its impact on the plot as a whole will aid students in their reading of the text and further comprehension. 

I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [10 minutes]
Students should have read up to Act 3 and Scene 4 before beginning this assignment. Some background on the history of the times might be beneficial in this discussion and simulation. Amanda Mabillard’s essay entitled, “Sources for Macbeth” would be a good aid for briefly overviewing ideologies, social entities, and common historical notions of the time the play was set. A quick review and overlook of the essay would be a suitable way to get students re-familiarized and focused on the theme of fear, author’s purpose, and character dynamics. 
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	· When asked to analyze how Shakespearean metaphors, imagery, and another dramatic cues reveal Macbeth's response to fear, the student will be able to give at least one example for each literary device from the particular acts and scenes from the text. 

· When asked to perform without words, a student will be able to creatively dramatize a scene and demonstrate understanding of Macbeth's response to fear though emotion, expressions, and energy.

	When rereading Act 3, Scene 4, students will make their own list of metaphorical, imagery, and simile examples from Macbeth’s speech. Students will then discuss their findings with an assigned partner and turn in their paper as an exit slip. (20 points)
After having class discussion on fear, students will be arranged into small groups and asked to act out a scene in the play that involved fear, except without talking. After having done so, they will watch their peers and then analyze the class’ different interpretations and how they conveyed fear in their acting. (60 points) 


State the objective: [1 minute] At the beginning of class, introduce the objectives and essential questions before reviewing the acts and scenes. 
Assessment: [50 minutes] This time allotment is for the scene selection and group planning of the elected scene (20 minutes) and the performance of scenes for the divided groups (30 minutes). This assessment equates for 60% of the grading, 20 % is for the exit slip activity, and 10% is for class participation and respectfulness. 
Concept Development

1. List as many items as possible that are associated with the topic 
a. Character development, author’s purpose and influence, literary elements, concept understanding, thematic understanding, interpretation, basic acting skills, working in small groups, peer review skills. 
2. Group items because they are alike in some way (attributes)
b. Character development, author’s purpose and influence 
c. Interpretation, basic acting skills, working in small groups
d. Understanding of literary elements, peer review skills
e. Concept understanding, thematic understanding
3. Label the groups by defining reasons for the groups
b. Reading Standards: Text Types and Purpose

c. Literature in Action

d. Independent understanding and execution of literary works

e. Reading Standards: Key Ideas and Details
4. Regroup items or groups into other groups
b and e: Reading Standards and Analytical Understanding

c and d: Demonstrating Understanding of texts and Personal Interpretation 
5. Summarize and synthesize data to form generalizations (definitions)

Throughout this lesson, students will demonstrate their abilities to read, analyze, and apply creativity, interpretations, and thematic generalizations literary works. 
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [5 minutes]
After reviewing the chosen acts and scenes and reading of the Mabillard essay, we will transition into a performance activity. But first, we want to examine how we define fear, what we associate with fear, and then look at The Tragedy of Macbeth and how Macbeth’s motives and thoughts are driven by fear. Drawing from Act 3, Scene 4, as an exit slip today you are to find one example of a metaphor, simile, and line of vivid imagery related to the notion of fear. You will be permitted to converse with a partner before finalizing your examples.
Then we will transition into a group activity. In randomized groups of three or four (depending on how many characters are in the scene), you are to act out a scene of your choice that contains elements of fear. The catch is, you cannot use words. Fear must be conveyed through facial expressions, silent emotions, and staging techniques. You will perform your group’s scene and your other peers and then we will discuss how each group were different in their interpretations and acting. Macbeth is perhaps one of the greatest tragedies, and it would be a tragedy is we did not pay reverence to Shakespeare’s ingenious use of the element of fear.  
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [throughout the lesson]
Generate student discussion and participation in established topic and maintain involvement from all students, both in the groups, with a partner, and in class discussions. Assign random groups to ensure efficiency and diplomacy. 
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [5 minutes]
Wrap up the acting and remind students of essential questions from the beginning of class. Collect individual literary examples of fear on their way out the door for proof of attendance, participation, and understanding. 
VI. Independent Practice: [2 minutes]
Ask students for homework to continue reading further in the play and independently loo at examples of fear, now only in Macbeth but in other characters. Not for a grade, but for the understanding and betterment of the individual reader. 
STANDARDS:

RL 1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text explicitly says. 
RL 3: Analyze impact of author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story/ drama. 
RI 1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what text is saying. 

W 7: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer questions.

SL 1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions. 

L 5: Interpret figures of speech and analyze their role in the text. 

Plans for Individual Differences: 

Students absent and/or not comfortable with performing in front of a class will need to find another scene in the play, not mentioned or discussed above, and write a 500 word analysis of fear in that selection and how it compares/contrasts with the previously selected. 
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